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address for the joint Meeting in India of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science and the Indian Science Congress; hence this
letter to Prof. J. L. Simonsen:
i$June 1937. I understand that you are coming on the Indian Tour at
the end of the year, when I have rashly promised to be President of
the combined British and Indian Associations.
Before long I stall have to consider, I suppose, the preparation of an
address, and of course I shall want to make some references to the
Indian Association of Science. I have been given by Howarth your
Presidential Address in 1928, which gives the history of this body, in
which you took such a valiant part. I presume that there have been no
substantial changes in its organisation since that time,
I should be very greatly obliged if you could make any suggestions
of matters to which you think I ought to make reference in my address.
While I have not finally decided on the arrangement of it, I think it
probable that I shall, after references to the Indian Association, deal in
a general way with the organisation of research in this country, following
this up of course by remarks about the scientific activities of the Indian
Government, My references to the latter will necessarily be rather
brief, but it may be important for me to put in some perspective the
, early efforts of die Indian Government in this direction. Possibly you
could give me some pointers as to what it would be desirable to mention
in appreciative terms. It is not likely that I shall, except indirectly,
refer to what might be done in the future in India, but I shall leave it
to be inferred from my remarks on the organisation of research in this
country and on the activities of our Dominions along similar lines.
In conclusion, I shall probably comment on the modern work on
transmutation, and the great changes that are taking place in the tech-
nical developments required for many of the researches in this field.
I know that a visit of the B.A. to India was one of your pet projects
long ago, and that you are very interested in its success. If, by any
chance, you could come to Cambridge, I should be very glad of the
opportunity of having a good talk with you about the whole subject.
I am going for a short holiday to my country cottage in a day or two,
and shall be returning on July 5th. I should be very glad to see you
again, and to put you up, if you can come to Cambridge. Naturally
I would value your advice on questions of travel and dress.